Selective Quotes That Include “Deconstruction”

Taken from Joanne Wright’s “Deconstructing development theory: feminism, the public/private dichotomy and the Mexican maquiladoras. The Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology, Feb 1997 v34 n1 p71(21).

1) The purpose of this primarily theoretical essay is not to enumerate Third World women's experiences with development, but rather to apply the postmodern tool of deconstruction from a feminist perspective, first to mainstream development theory, and subsequently to a practical example of development, the Mexican maquiladora project. 

2) Through a feminist deconstruction, development theory is shown to be a fundamentally gendered – phallocentric – discourse that systematically applies Western notions of gender to "underdeveloped" societies and cultures, thereby undervaluing women's essential contributions to both public and private spheres. 

3) This varied group of postmodern thinkers employs the tool of deconstruction to critically evaluate – indeed, to peel back the discursive layers of development's assumptions: capitalist economics, progress, modernity and rationality. 

4) Their deconstructions reveal development's asymmetric dichotomization of the world into modern, Westernized societies on the one hand and traditional, "backward" societies on the other. 

5) It will be the purpose of this article to utilize the deconstructive tool from a feminist perspective, to carry the postmodern theorists' deconstructions one step further to unravel the elements of development theory that carry Western gender biases regarding proper roles for women and men based on their "true nature." 

6) This process of feminist deconstruction correlates with a contemporary trend in feminist analysis, that of deconstructing institutions such as the state and law, and discourses of democratic theory and international relations theory, to expose their reliance upon, and infusion with, gender. 

7) Feminist deconstruction, then, is distinct from the earlier empirical project that enumerates women's experiences with development. 

8) Feminist deconstruction is "not simply about women," but about the interdependent constructions of masculine and feminine, and about shifting feminist analysis from the margin to the centre. 

9) The first step in this exercise is to briefly describe the postmodern approach to Western development theory, following which a theoretical feminist deconstruction can be carried out. 

10) It will be instructive, as well, to apply this deconstruction to an example of development in practice, the maquiladora project of Mexico. 

11) Deconstruction will be used here to refer to a critical method, a conceptual tool, with which the ideological layers of development are peeled back and examined.  

12) The process of deconstruction is part of the larger postmodern project, which is to de_naturalize some of the dominant features of our way of life; to point  out that those entities that we unthinkingly experience as "natural" (they  might even include capitalism, patriarchy, liberal humanism) are in  fact "cultural"; made by us, not given to us (Hutcheon, 1989: 2). 

13) Postmodern deconstructions of development recognize that world cultures have always been mutually influencing and that there exists no such thing as a "pure" culture to be preserved and cloistered away. 

14) A viable deconstruction of development can be commenced without relying on the binarism of universal/relative. 

15) What deconstruction does show is that development has, from its inception, posited a Western model as "the most successful way of life mankind [sic] has ever known" (Ayres, 1978: xxxii_xxxiii) and that the implementation of this assumption through development has proved destructive to viable and vital cultures and societies. 

16) It is this gap in postmodern theorizing that necessitates a specifically feminist deconstruction of the development paradigm. 

17) Moreover, a feminist deconstruction of development theory takes as axiomatic the idea that women, in practice, transgress the border between public and private.

18) Just as postmodern theory finds the dichotomies of developed/underdeveloped, modern/traditional, and so forth to be central features of development thought, a feminist deconstruction reveals that development theory is phallocentric as it organizes social life along the lines of the dichotomies of man/woman, public/private, reason/emotion and knowledge/experience. 

19) Rather than trying to reconcile these dichotomies, as women and development theory has tried to do, a feminist deconstruction recognizes them as instrumental to the Westernizing project of development. 

20) Development theory proves the inadequacy and ultimately reveals the imperialism in producing theory "for the Third World." Feminist deconstruction, then, must involve changing the parameters of who can know and who can produce theory; it must involve relocating the site of knowledge and theory creation. 

21) Derrida, who coined the term, refuses to define deconstruction, arguing that any attempt to define it is also subject to the process of deconstruction.






